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to be still better. Please subscribe generously/5 he would not
have half the success of his more sensationally-minded colleagues.
I can think of several honourable exceptions; but my meetings
with a good many missionaries and the perusal of their literature,
have led me to the opinion that, on the whole, their activities
in Asia are disruptive and their methods open to severe
criticism.

When we returned to Lachhen we were informed that heavy
rains had washed away paths in the Tista valley and that it
would be advisable not to linger if we wished our baggage to
reach Gangtok in safety. These rumours afterwards proved to
have been exaggerated; but at the time, having no means of
verifying them, we decided to stay no more than two days, just
time enough to sort out the remaining stores and attend a
service at the Gompa (monastery), to which we had been
specially bidden by Samdub.

We were, however, first invited to tea by the headman, in
Ms own house, where we were introduced to his wife and little
son, as well as to his mother, who, as commonly happens in
Tibet, ruled the home. There is no friction on that score, since
family life is strong and governed by conventions that no one
thinks of questioning. The interior of the house revealed an
astoooshing number of the amenities of civilization, considering
the small size of the village. One has only to compare it -with
an Alpine village of similar character to see the difference in
the level of taste. The living-rooms, as usual in Tibet, were on
the first floor, the principal one being a combined chapel and
entertaining room. On either side of the altar stood a tier of
pigeon-holes, each harbouring a sacred tome; these books are
probably seldom read; they are more often treated as mere
objects of reverence. After taking our seats on rugs of very
fair quality, we were served with tea in cups with finely-chased
silver mounts. There was chopped mutton with spinach for
the meat-eaters, and rice in china bowls for all. The best thing
in the house was a beautifully fashioned copper brazier used for
keeping the teapot warm, with a pair of silver handles ending
in dragons' heads and a delicate band of ornament running
round the edge. It was an outstanding piece, with a flavour of
the early Chinese about it, though the shape is classical all over
Tibet. It is reproduced opposite page 852.
The important event was, however, the visit to the Gompa.